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The Delta Tale is published bimonthly for the benefit of
the membership-or-the Potomac Valley Aquarium Society Inc.,
a non-profit educational and social organization. The society
was founded in 1960 for the purposes of furthering the aquarium
hobby by the disemination of information and advice, and the
promotion of good fellowship among the membership by organized
activities and competitions.

All correspondence to the society and to Delta Tale should
be directed to PO Box 6219 Shirlington Station, Arlington, VA
22206.

Original articles and artwork appearing in Delta Tale may
be reprinted by other non-profit organizations it crearr-is
given to the author, Delta Tale, and PVAS. Two copies of the
reprinting publication-snDura-De sent to PVAS. Please include
the authors name on the mailing label of one copy so that it
will be forwarded.

PVAS disclaims any responsibility
of merchandise or services advertised
satisfaction is a matter to be worked

and the buyer.
All material for inclusion in Delta Tale must reach the editor

by the 10th of even numbered months, Feb. April, etc.
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O.K., you win. I give up. I've been
beaten. I gave it everything I had but
your sense of apathy was just too strong
for me. I ranted and raved, I used
threats, I tried sarcasm. When all of
that failed I tried to be rational and

just ask ~ you weren't participating.
I thought that if I could find this
out maybe it could be fixed and all
would be well. But I didn't count on

your sense of apathy being so strong
that only two people bothered to fill
out my survey and send it to me. .

(Thank you very much to those two
people for their effort). So my first
New Years Resolution is that I will

not say or write anything to try
to encourage people to participate
in anything. I'll, of course,
continue to publicize PVAS and other events. You can either
participate or not, it's up to you,I don't care, I have enough
other things to worry about. That's all I have to say on that
subject.

Now that I can't rant, rave, threaten, or be sarcastic I
don't know what to say. Well, there's a lot of other stuff that
needs to be done to this issue to get it ready, so rather than
sit here staring at my typewriter ( yes, some people really do

~till use typewriters instead of computers) I'll say goodbye
tor now and move on to something else.

Untilnexttime... ~
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WHAT'S HAPPENING

Feb. 7 : PYAS Winter Auction. Same location, rules, etc. as
our last auction. Complete details can be found
starting on the next page if you need more info.

Feb. 8 : PYAS Monthly Meeting. Speaker, Door Prize, Raffles,
bowl show- categories Catfish and Open, mini-auction-
New Rules: sellers will be charged a $1.00 registration
tee to enter their items in the auction (up to 5 per

person). Sellers will receive ALL of the selling price
of their items. PYAS will no longer take 1/3 commission.

March 8: PYAS Monthly Meeting. Same as above. Lots of good stuff
happening.

\)

PYAS members may advertise in the Trading Post at no charge.
Deadline for the next issue is Feb. 10. Send ads to Delta Tale
c/o John Mangan, 9770 Oleander Ave. Vienna, VA 22181.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1993

THE POTOMAC VALLEY AQUARIUM SOCIETY

o

Tropical Fish and Equipment

AUCTION!
at the HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL, 5821 Richmond Highway,

Alexandria, Va. (Route 1 at the Beltway).
A great opportunity to buy-sell fish, plants, aquariums, books, equipment and supplies!

WE WILL ALSO HOLD A RAFFLE FOR NEW EQUIPMENTAND SUPPLIES!
Registration 9 am -12 noon

The auction will begin at 11 am!

.
N

Beltway 495

Ft.
Hunt
Road

Howard Johnson MotorLodge
5821 Richmond Highway(Rte. 1)
Alexandria, Va.

DIRECTIONS:

The HowardJohnson's is located on the east side of Route 1 just south of the Capital Beltway (495) and north of Fort
Hunt Road. Exit the Beltway onto Route 1 south. Since the HoJo's is located on the other side of the divided highway,
followthe signs for Fort Hunt Road, then turn back onto Route 1 heading north. This willput you in front of the Hotel.
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AUCTION RUL.ES

I. You GO not have to be a PVAS w.e~berto buy or sell hobby
related items in the auction. The auction is open to the general
public. All prior auction accounts must be settled before registering
for this auction.

2. Registration of items for sale will begin at 8:00 am and will
end promptly at noon. If you are not in line by noon you will not
be registered.

3. The auction will begin at 11:00 am and continue with periodic
breaks until all items have been sold.

4. All items must be labeled as to the contents. Include number,
sex (if possible), and other pertinent data. Use waterproof pen
and label.

Fish: Pair means one of each sex. Mated pair means a pair that
have spawnecrWITH EACH OTHER. Trio means one male and two females.
Reverse Trio means two males ana-Dne female. Mixed Sexes means at

least one ot each sex. If uncertain label the bag Unsexed.
Supplies: All equipment must be labeled as to working condition

or missing parts.

5. PROPER FISH BAGS MUST BE USED! Live items must be bagged with
ample air and water. Fish packed in "baggies" or similar bags will
not be registered. If a fish is registered in a bucket, tank, or
bowl, the container will be considered part of the item. PVAS
reserves the right to rebag any item it deems necessary.

6. A maximum of five bags per species or color variety is allowed
unless approval is obtained from the Auction Chairman. More than
one bag may be bound together if necessary.

7. Aseries of colored stickers will be orovided to each seller.
These will determine the order in which'the items will be sold.

Every effort will be made to auction all items of a particular
color during one designated period of the auction.

8. Bags will be offered "as is". Once registered the contents
of a bag may not be split.

9. Each item carries a $1.00 minimumunless the seller assigns a
higher minimum bid. The seller may lower the minimum if the item
does not sell.

10. PVAS reserves the right to refuse registration of any ite~
which it determines to be not suitable for this auction.

11. No payment will be made to the seller on the day of the auction.
Payment will be forwrded by mail within 10 days after the auction.
It is the sellers responsibility to give PVAS a proper name and
~ddress to receive payment. Envelopes for this purpose will be
tilled out during registration.

12. The seller receives two-thirds of the selling price. PVAS
retains one third, with a maximum of $33 commission per single item.

)
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13. All items not sold must be claomed at the close of the auction
or they will be disposed of at the discretion of PYAS.

14. The auctioneer retains the right to set aside any improperly
bagged or marked item, or any sick or otherwise unsalable item.

15. Fish species that are restricted by either federal or state
statues will not be accepted.

RULES FOR THE BIDDER

1. All items are purchased in AS IS condition.PVAS assumes no
responsibility for health or working condition of auctioned items.

2. All persons wishing to bid are required to register and receive
a bidding number. All prior auction accounts must be settled prior
to receiving a bidding number.

3. Items may be inspected only before the auction and during breaks.

4. Bidding raises will be in $1.00 increments. The auctioneer has
the right to alter this procedure.

5. Successful bidders will have their items brought to them, at
which time payment is expected unless the bidder has been authorized
to run a tab. (See the treasurer before the auction. Proper
identification will be required.)

6. The decision of the auctioneer as to the highest bidder and
price is final.

A

,
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THE MIRROR

Water Changes Who Needs Them? by Tony Fitz was reviewed in the
July 1992 issue of "All Cichlids", publication of the Michigan
Cichlid Assoc. Also in the June 1992 issue of "Fin Fax", Delaware
County Aq. Soc. .

Several parts of Tom Biery's series on live foods have ~een
reviewed: microworms by "Fin Fax", Sept 1992issue; grindal worms
by "Fin Fax", Nov 1992; white worms,by guess who, "Fin Fax"
June 1992. Do you get the feeling that Tom slipped a few bucks
to somebody in Delaware? I shouldn't say that. It was a very good
series of articles. Plus, I have so few authors sending me stuff
I can't afford to insult any of them.

Philodina: A Rotifer by, this is not a misprint, Jim Long, was.
reviewed by FinFax, Nov. 1992; Aqua News, Minnesota Aq. Soc. Nov/Dec
1992 issue; All Cichlids, Michigan Cichlid Assoc., Nov. 1992; SCAS
Journal, Southern Colorado Aq. Soc., Oct 1992. The first thing
longer:than a grocery list this guys written in the 10 plus years
that I've known him and look what happens.

Discus Tips by John Oliva was reviewed in the Nov/Dec issue
of Aqua News, Minnesota Aq. Soc.

Last, and most certainly not least, Cloudy Water by John Mangan
was reviewed in the April 1992 issue of Fin Fax, Delaware County
Aq. Soc.



A METHOD OF ARTIFICIAL REARING OF DISCUS

by Garland Neese, PVAS

I have always liked fishes and have been a hobbyist since 1978.
After many years of successfully breeding more species than I
can remember at this moment, I was bitten by the KING, DISCUS!
I liked the Discus and many years ago wanted to breed them. I
thought I had a fine start with all my experience. Well I thought
wrong. I tried to no avail. They had eluded me. Then about 4
years ago a friend sold me a couple of mated pairs and I tried
again. I then really got bitten and purchased different strains
to include: Younker's, Wattley's, Regal's, Singapore's Yat, and
last but not least, Schmidt-Focke, fishes. After many heartaches
and frustrations of natural rearing, by watching many pairs lay
hundreds of spawns as often as every 7 days, only to be eaten
at various stages of development of the eggs and fry. I now had
concluded that the dreaded thought of artificial rearing was
my only other choice.

I found that printed information on breeding and keeping of
Discus is very conflicting. In my search for information on
artificial rearing, I found that there weren't any books dealing
with the subject. Instead I found that I had to go to breeders,
who were very secretive on this matter. Finally after gathering
all the different bits of information I had learned, I tightened
up my suspenders and went to work. Now I think I've hit the mark,
and here is my method.

I started by putting the potential breeders into a bare bottom
110 gallon tank with a wet/dry system and using RO (reverse osmosis)
water.

,")
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My RO system produces 400 gallons a day producing a water
hardness of 16 microsiemens, to which I added per gallon:
2drops of Trace Element, 1 drop of Appetite Stimulator, and
1 drop of multi-vitamins. Water changes were done only to control
pH and the hardness of the water, which happens to be every 3
to 4 days.

The fishes were kept at a temperature of 85 degrees with a
pH range no lower than 6.0 and no higher than 6.5, and a
hardness of between 80 to 120 microsiemens.

This Discus pair are of the Hi-fin Striaded Blue Turquoise
variety from Regal Discus. They were left to pair up naturally,
at which time they were moved into a bare bottom 20 high. I
introduce a spawning site of 2" PVC pipe anchored to a 3x3" 1/4"
thick acrylic piece used as a base, s~anding the PVC pipe straight
up. My hopes were that they would like this remarkable creation
I had made for them.

At last came the day: EGGS!

After the parents were done spawning, the remarkable
was put into a 2 1/2 gallon tank withaeration and 8 to
of Meth. Blue were added to the hatching tank. The fry
in 72 hours and became free-swimming on the sixth day.
were then moved into floating cat litter pans.

creation

10 drops
hatched
They
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The cat litter pans are regular cat pans measuring
16" L x 12" W x 3 1/2" deep. There are cuts I made of about
8"L x 1/2" W on both long sides of the pans and covered with
a white nylon mesh. This pan, suspended in place with egg crate
in a 50 gallon tank, could now contain the free-swimming fry
and still keep the water condition and circulation at the best
level possible. The cat pans are aerated with a small airstone.
The 50 gallon tank,which is a bare tank, is filtered by 3 large
sponge filters and is kept at 86 degrees by a submersible heater.

The fry at this time were fed powdered egg yolk, which is made
into a paste and smeared on to the outside of an upsidedown 3"
clay pot. This feeding procedure must be done on an every 2 t03
hour cycle with heavy emphasis on cleaning leftover debris
amassed in the pan. For this reason, I recommend a second pan
in reserve to transfer the fry using a turkey baster in the
cleaning process. On the third day of the free-swimming fry's
life, I introduced newly hatched baby brine shrimp while still
feeding egg yolk. Once it became apparent that the fry were
actively eating the shrimp, egg yolk was ceased. After about
10 days in the cat pans, the fry are then moved into a Supreme
replacement filter box hanging from an established aquarium.
Using a Tetra brillant sponge filter with an extended return
tube allowing clean water to enter the filter box, and a siphon
tube with a sponge atached within the filter box to return to
the tank.

From this point I went to a 5 1/2 gallon tank connected to
a wet/dry system for about 2 weeks. After 2 weeks of this,
they were moved into a 40 gallon tank. After 6 weeks of age
they are divided into two 70 gallon tanks filtered by a wet/dry
system.

From the time the fry are in the 5 1/2 gallon tanks, I kept
feeding them brine shrimp, but I have started to add Tetra
Growth food to their diet. Ilike a variety to my diet why not
them? At about 6 weeks, I started to add a home-made frozen beef
heart mixture that a friend's wife makes for me. They were also
fed Tetra Bits.

The adult pair's water conditions are kept pretty mu~h the
same way as the fry with water changes done only to maintain
the pH and hardness level at an ideal condition.

My baby Discus fry are now two months old and are between
quarter and dollar sizes.

Subsequently, I have had success with other varieties of Discus.

10



THE AQUATIC CONSERVATION NETWORK

Alex Townsend, PVAS

I think most of us, at least those of us who have been in
the hobby for awhile, wonder with growing concern about the
health of wild stocks of aquarium fishes and of their habitats.
The Amazon, for example, long synonymous with countless square
miles of rainforest and rivers (and home to so many of our
aquarium fishes), is now equally associated with the excesses of
man's approach to nature -- an approach focussed upon
exploitation and fueled by a vision of nature's wealth as an
inexhaustible resource. One of the consequences of this
approach, as we now know, is the extinction of species on an
unprecedented scale. the loss of biodiversity, incidentally, is
ranked by scientists as one of the three largest global
environmental threats (that puts it right up there with
stratospheric ozone depletion and global warming folks!).

OK, enough preaching from the soapbox. But there is a
serious point here; fishes are among those species being lost and
being threatened with extinction -- not just the infamous Snail
Darter, but a whole host of species which includes some fishes
familiar to aquarists as well. Wild stocks of the popular Black
Ruby and Cherry barbs, for example, are being threatened
(fortunately, these fishes are bred commercially for the hobby),
as are some of the South and North American ki11ies. And then
there's the almost mind-boggling problem with Africa's Lake
Victoria...! In fact, over 700 species of fishes (mostly
freshwater) are listed as endangered by the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature.

('I
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Well, there is now a way for aquarists (it's not just for
ecologists anymore) to get involved in efforts to reverse the
tide (sorry, the phrase just would not be denied). An
organization was formed earlier this year -- the Aquatic
Conservation Network -- specifically to provide a link between
amateur and professional efforts in aquatic conservation. The
ACN's steering committee, for example, contains not only names
associated with research institutes, but names familiar to the
aquarium hobby as well -- Heiko B1eher, A1 Castro, Paul Loiselle,
and Gene Lucas.

Reproduced on the following page is the ACN's initial press
release, which includes the goals of the organization and details
pertaining to membership. Note that the $25 annual fee includes
subscription to a quarterly newsletter, Aauatic Survival, which
provides articles and updates on conservation efforts, regulatory
legislation, and more. It seems to me the ACN deserves our
support -- we can't keep taking without putting something back.
Twentyfive dollars a year ain't all that much to put backl

"
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AquaticConservationNetwork
540 Roosevelt Avenue, ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2A lZ8

Tel: (613)729-4670 FAX: (613)729-5613
CompuServe: 71022,3537

NETWORK FORMED TO HELP SAVE ENDANGERED AQUATIC LIFE

TheAquatic ConservationNetworkis a newnon-profit organization whichhas been established in
response to growingpressures on the aquatic environment. It provides a unique linkage between
amateurand professional initiatives in aquatic conservation, and enables the developmentof new
prograllsin conservationand captive breeding whichfoster amateurparticipation under the guidance
and endorsementof the scientific community.

As part of its efforts for improvedcOllllllUnicationbetween allateur and professional aquarist
activities, the ACNis launchinga quarterly bulletin 'Aquatic Survival' whichwill provide a means
for the exchangeof informationpertaining to threatened aquatic organismsand their habitats, both
freshwater and marine. Thefirst issue wasreleased in Harch, 1992.

A longer term goal is to develop newprogramswhich foster appropriate participation by amateur
aquarists in captive breeding and in conservation projects in the field. A Steering COllllllittee,with
representation from the scientific community.aquarist organizations and industry, has been
established to ensure that programsare developedwhichadhere to sound scientific principles.
Initially. these programswill concentrate on issues concerning threatened and endangeredfreshwater
fish species.

Amembershipin the Aquatic Conservation Networkensures that important work towards aquatic species
survival can be carried out. The membership fee is $25.00 (Canadian or U.S. currency). Anyone
interested in becoming a member, or in volunteering to become involved in the activities of ACN,
should write to:

Aquatic Conservation Network
Attn: Rob Huntley
540 Roosevelt Avenue

Ottawa. Ontario
Canada K2A lZ8

Contributionsto the ACNBulletin are welcomed. In addition, organizations with involvementin the
conservationandpreservation of aquatic life are requested to include the AquaticConservationNet-
workon their mailing list.

Ia..



OTONIACVALLEY.t\QUARlU1\!1SOCIETY.

.~~~~ ~.
POST OFFICE BOX 6219 SHIRLINGTON STATION ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22206

APPLICATION FOR HEHBERSHIP

Date: 19

Name:

Street: Apartment:

City: State: ZIP:

Telephone H: ___W:

Occupation:

Where did you hear about PVAS/get this application?

Number of tanks: Time in hobby______

What can this club do for you? -----

What do you want to do for the club?

Membership dues for the Potomac Valley Aquarium Society are:

Family/Individual:
Corresponding:
Junior (under 18):

$l2!yr
$ 9/yr
$ 5/yr

Please send application and check for dues to the address above.

1.1



SUI"I"ORTING VIRGINIA SHOI"S

ANNANDALE PET SHOP

74()6 Lillie River Turnpike
Annandale, VA 22031
256-2400

AQUATIC ENHANCEMENTS, INC.

Aquarium Sales/Leasing/Service
Box 22677

Alexandria, VA 22304
(703) 765-4620

DISCOUNT PET CENTER

Manassas Shopping Center
9028 Mathis Avenue

Manassas, VA 22110
361-7769

BAILEY'S PET CENTER

l.eesburg Pike PI37.3
35217 South Jefferson Street

Falls Church, VA 22041
931-1400

BEACON MALL PET CENTER
Beacon Mall Center

6776 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22306
660-6100

NATIONAL PET AND AQUARIUM

Williston Shopping Center
6168 Arlington Blvd
Falls Church, VA 22046
533-7828

OAKTON PET SHOP
Oakton Center
Rt 123 & Hunter Mill Road

Oakton, VA 22124
281-9622

PET MART - TYSONS
8417 Old Courthouse Road

Vienna, VA 22180
281-8181

I~

PETS, ETC -ALEXANDRIA

7688-B Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 223()6
768- 22IXI

PETS, ETC - CHANTILLY
Sully PI37.3
13932 Lee-Jackson Highway
Chantilly, VA 22021
378-2m

PETS, ETC - HERNDON
Stuart Center
462 Eiden Street
Herdon, VA 22171
437-0381

PETS, ETC - STERLING
Hechinger Jamcsway Plaza
243-C Harry Aood Byrd Hwy
Sterling, VA 22170
430-9667

PETS-N-THINGS
Pan American Center

3081 Nutley Street
Fairfax, VA 22031
573-4400

SUNSHINE PETS

7395-H Lee Highway
Falls Church, VA 22042
573-6946

TANKS-A-LOT
Lee Cenler
6635 Backlick Road

Springlield, VA 22150
703-866-1057

WILSON'S PARROTS & MARINE

Shirley-Edsallinduslrial Park
5605-0 General Washington Dr
Alexandria, VA 22312
922-7358



SUPPORTING MARYLAND SHOPS

ANIMAL EXCHANGE
765-A Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852
424-PETS

MONTGOMERY TROPICAL.<;

7845-G Airpark Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
670-0886

AQUARIUM CENTER

Liberty Road at Offult Road
Randlestown, MD
301-521-4529

PETLAND
13833Outlet Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
762-3505

BROTHERS PETS INC.

13810 Georgia Avenue
Aspen Hill, MD 20906
4(,0-4600

PETLAND
5268 Nicholson Lane
Kensington, MD 20895
231-5216

CONGRESSIONAL AQUARIUM
162Congressional Lane
Rockville, MD 20852
881-6182

PET MART ROCKVILLE
2230 Veirs Mill Road

Rockville, MD 20851
762-3505

..,
FISH FACfORY AQUARIUM
582 North Frederick Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
881-6182

RICK'S FISH & PET SUPPLY
l003J West Patrick Street

Frederick, MD 21702
301-694-9664 301-831-6866

GLENMONT TROPICALS

12345 Georgia Avenue
Wheaton, MD 20902
949-0344

SHOWCASE AQUARIUM
11248-11250 Triangle Lane
Wheaton, MD 20902
942-6464

HOUSE OF TROPICALS

7389F Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd
Glen Burnie, MD 21061
301761-1113

TROPICAL FISH WORLD, INC.
16529 South Frederick Center

Gaithersburg, MD 20877
921-0000

MARINE CARE SPECIALISTS
15820 Redland Road

Rockville, MD 20855
330-0720

TROPICAL LAGOON

9439 Gcorgia Avenuc
Silver Spring, MD 20910
585-6562

MARYLAND TROPICALS

I I229A Ncw Hampshirc Avcnue
Silver Spring, MD 20904
593-1116
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POTOMAC VALLEY AQUARIUM SOCIETY
P.O. Box 6219, Shirlington Station
Arlington, Virginia 22206-0219

- ----

:;

Meetings are held at the John J. Wood Facility,Room 7, 3730 Old Lee Highway(Rt 237),
Fairfax City, VA. Doors open at 7:30, and the meeting starts at 8PM. ALL ARE
WELCOME!


